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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


Being able to fortell the future 
isn't strictly necessary for the 
operation of railfan excursions 
but it would help. The R&LHS 
trip to Calistoga recently was a 
success--a week ahead of the trip. 
The guarentee had been meet and 
expenses were being covered when 
the spell of bad weather cut sales 
and resulted in 31 last minute 
cancellations--and a loss of about 
$250.00. Needless to say the 
lesson was not lost and ticket 
purchasers on the "Weekend in the Sierra Pines" and future 
trips will be notified that last-minute cancellations will 
be subject to resale, 

The next fan trip is a member-only trip of the Bay 
Area Electric Railroad Association May 20th. No official 
announcement of the destination has been made though the 
best rumor todate is that the trip will cover the remain- 
ing electrified trackage in Sacramento. 





"TRIP TO PARADISE" The next regular trip will be the 
joint R&LIIS-Cal Newada trip to 

Sterling City on June 9-10. The trip will go via the 

Senator and the East Side local to Chico on Saturday; 

overnight in hotels at Chico; trip over the branch in 

a special train Sunday morning; back to Chico and to 

Gerber for connection with the Klamath for an early 

evening arrival in San Francisco Sunday evening. 

Fare about-$12.50. Write Stanley Merritt, 836 Alma Ave., 

Oakiand 10, California, 





The June trip in the Los Angeles area is by the 
Pacific Railroad Society on the 24th to San Bernardino 
and San Diego via Santa Fe, using an El Capitan train 
with a "Pleasure Dome" car as an added attraction, 
Write: Pacific Railroad Society; P.O. Box 5279, Metro- 
politan Station, Los Angeles 55, California, 


During the summer keep the following dates for trips 
in Northern California: July 22nd for the joint railfan 
trip to Pacific Grove; August 12 for Northern Cal's trip 
over the California Western, 
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RAILROAD LOGGING OUT OF 





WESTWOOD, LASSEN COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 





The town of Westwood, Lassen County is the creation 
of the famous Red River Lumber Company and is strictly a 
lumber mill town, The lumbering in this area was start- 
ed long before the Western Pacific built its Bieber line, 
The Southern Pacific branch from Wendel on its Nevada- 
California-Oregon line through Susanville served Westwood 
for many years prior to the W.P.. There were a number 
of lumber companies in the area including the Red River 
Lumber Company, the Lassen Logging Company, Fruit Growers 
Supply and the Lassen Lumber & Box. The Red River Lumber 
Company was by far the largest and logged the area south 
and west of Westwood including the area now covered by 
Lake Almanor. TThe Pacific Gas -& Electric built lake 
Almanor as part of a power development and’Red River Lum- 
ber cleared the area before the water rose, After this 
project the Red River logged west of Chester and the 
availability of electric power caused the Red River to 
experiment in 1927 with the only electric logging line 
known. A pair of freight motors we re equipped with off- 
set panagraphs to reach the wire strung alongside the track 
instead of over the rails, Steam engines worked in the 
woods and hauled the cars to Chester where the electrics 
took over for the line haul to Westwood, The electrics 
were in operation until 1944 when they were sold to the 
Central California Traction, 

Meanwhile the Red River had opened new logging areas 
along the new Western Pacific line to Bieber. An operat- 
ion at Halls Flat ran westward and in 1944 a new operation 
at Poison Lake was being opened to reach the Hat Creek 
Valley. The Red River had some old wooden interurban 
cars in operation at Halls Flat to haul loggers and the 
Western Pacific brought up a string of former Sacramento 
Northern steel trailers for once-a-week service between 
Halls Flat and Westwood, In 1944 the Red River Lumber 
sold its holdings. The railroad westward to Chester was 
sold to the Collins Pine Lumber Company which renamed the 
railroad the Almanor Railroad, The town of Westwood was 
sold to the Fruit Growers Supply along with the timber 
along the Bieber line, 

The Fruit Growers Supply had operated a mill at 
Susanville for a number of years and had its logging line 
northward out of Westwood Junction on the Southern Pacific. 
It consolidated its engine roster with the Red River loco- 
motives acquiring in the deal Red River 32 which it had 
sold to Red River in 1924, The operations have continued 
under Fruit Growers Supply at Halls Flat and Poison Lake, 
but the WP's "Logger Special" hasn't operated recently. 

Francis A. Guido 
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FRUIT GROWERS SUPPLY #4 at Camp Ten by John P. Carrick. 
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FRUIT GROWERS SUPPLY #2 at Camp Ten by Philip C. Johnson 
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ROSTER OF LOCOMOTIVES OF 
THE FRUIT GROWERS SUPPLY COMPANY 





21x28 57 180 33200 160400 Baldwin 1913 39760 
ex-Ocean Shore 21, Pacific Lumber Co. 34, Red Riv- 
er Lumber 34, Fruit Growers Supply 2nd 34. 

17x24 44 175 23400 123200 Baldwin 1921 54859 
ex-Fruit Growers Supply 33. 

18x24 54 160 19600 91000 Baldwin 1904 23256 
ex-Quakertown & Eastern 1, Ocean Shore 4, Fruit 
Growers Supply Ist 34, scrapped in 1942, 

144x15 36 200 40400 180000 Lima 1915 2401 
3-truck,-.3-cylinder; ex-McCloud River Ist 16. 
144x15 36 200 40400 180000 Lima 1915 2402 
3-truck, 3-cylinder; ex-McCloud River ist 17. 
20x26 57 180 27900 141900 Baldwin 1914 41393 
ex-Ocean Shore 32, Red River Lumber 32. 

see number 2 above 


see number 3 above 
see number 1 above; renumbered August, 1950 


24x28 63 180 39300 203000 Baldwin 1907 30686 
ex-Tonopah & Goldfield 101, Red River Lumber 101, 
24x28 63 180 39300 203000 Baldwin 1907 30734 
ex-Tonopah & Goldfield 102, Red River Lumber 102. 
204x28 48 170 35700 173000 Baldwin 1912 37539 
ex-Twin Falls Logging Co (Idaho) 101, Weyerhaeu- 
ser Timber Co (Vail, Wash.) 103, Red River Lbr 103. 
20x26 48 180 33100 171700 Baldwin 1912 38035 
ex-Pacific & Idaho Northern 200, Newaukum Valley 
200, Carlisle Lumber 900, Red River Lumber 104, 
204x28 48 170 35400 17550 0 Baldwin 1920 53255 
ex-English Lumber Co. (Wash.) 10, Red River 105. 


Above information has been gathered from dependable 
sources and is correct so far is known, Additions and cor- 
rections to the above are desired. -- Douglas S. Richter 


STEAM ENGINE OF THE ALMANOR RAILROAD 


104 2-truck Heisler built in 1924 by Heisler Locomotive 
Works. 15x12 36 200 24375 100000 Builders No. 1496 
Normally operated with separate 8-whbel tender, 


Sold in 1948 to Whitney Engineering Co., Tacoma, Wash. 
for resale as usable equipment. Stili in their possession, 
Former Grande Ronde Pine Co, (Oregon), Collins Pine Co, 104, 


-- Douglas S. Richter 
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FRUIT GROWERS SUPPLY #101 at Halis Flat by Douglas S,. Richter 
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GROWERS SUPPLY #3 at Camp Ten by Philip C. Johnson 
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RED RIVER LUMBER COMPANY 203 and 204 on a work train at 
Westwood, See Issue 66 for Red River Roster (out of print). 


Speaking of Railroads . . . 











KEY SCRAPS EX-S.N. CARS The Key Transit Lines has started 
= scrapping of its 490 series former 

KEY SYSTEM Sacramento Northern cars acquired from the Bridge 

authority. Car 495 is being saved, however, for 

- ., $ale to the Bay Area Electric Railroad Ass'n, 

Bay Area is also buying some seats to outfit its Napa Valley 

car 53. It is possible that the 495, the 53 and the obser- 

vation 702 may be used on a S.N. excursion later this year. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRAIN MILE REVENUES’ The Cal-Nevadan for 
April dug up the 

following Average gross revenue per train mile for the S.P.'s 

name trains: Sunset 4:81/550; Golden State 4.66/471; Cit 

of S.F, 5.51/5.09; S.F. Overland. 5.83/6.56; Cascade 4. 75/. 

4.29; Owl 3.91/5.37;- Lark 5.97/6.12; San Joaquin 4.65/3.76; 

Shasta Daylight 5.79/6.11; Morning Daylight 8.30/8.00. 

The figures are for the year 1950 and are shown for both 

directions with Eastbound or Nerthbound first as the case 

may be. This is gross revenue, not profit. 





SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA NOTES In San Diego the Adams Ave 
Carhouse is being taken over 

by a box factory and the steel trestles in Baiboa Park 

are being dismantled, In Los Angles the 1200's of the 

PE are going to Kaiser Steel at Fontana--"Order your *52 

Kaiser. or Frazer with porthole windows", The 1100's are 

at West Hollywoodand are variously reported awaiting scrap- 

ping or sale to India, Mexico or what have you. 750's 

have taken over the Glendora run thus no 1100's are in 

operation, End of all Northern District passenger service 

is expected shortly. 
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WESTWOOD AREA as shown on a Southern Pacific Company map 
of the Sacramento-Shasta Divisions for 1941. Fruit 
Growers Supply's logging line is shown running northward 
out of Westwood Junction. Courtesy of MAPS OF THE SOUTH- 
ERN PACIFIC published by Al Rose and Guy Dunscomb, 
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